ESSAYS ON THE GITA

existence straight in the face, we shall never arrive
at any effective solution of its discords^and oppositions.
We must see first what life and the world are; after-
wards, we can all the better set about finding the right
way to transform them into what they should be. If
this repellent aspect of existence holds in itself some
secret of the final harmony, we shall by ignoring or
belittling it miss that secret and all our efforts at a
solution will fail by fault of our self-indulgent ignoring
of the true elements of the problem. If, on the other
hand, it is an enemy to be beaten down, trampled on,
excised, eliminated, still we gain nothing by under-
rating its power and hold upon life or refusing to see
how firmly it is rooted in the effective past and the
actually operative principles of existence.

War and destruction are not only a universal
principle of our life here in its purely material aspects,
but also of our mental and moral existence. It is.
self-evident that in the actual life of man intellectual,
social, political, moral we can make no real step forward
without a struggle, a battle between what exists and
lives and what seeks to exist and live and between all
that stands behind either. It is impossible, at least as
men and things are, to advance, to grow, to fulfil and
still to observe really and utterly that principle of harm-
lessness which is yet placed before us as the highest
and best law of conduct. We will use only soul-force
and never destroy by war or any even defensive em-
ployment of physical violence? Good, though until
soul-force is effective, the Asuric force in men and
nations tramples down, breaks, slaughters, burns^
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